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Sir: 

RESPONSE TO EL ECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENT 

In the Office Action mailed October 17, 2005, the Examiner required an election 
under 35 U.S.C. § 121 between the following alleged species: 



Species 1 : 


Figure(s) 2A; 


Species 2: 


Figure(s) 2B; 


Species 3: 


Figure(s) 2C; 


Species 4; 


Figure(s) 2D; 


Species 5: 


Figure(s) 3A; 


Species 6: 


Figure(s) 3B; 


Species 7: 


Figure(s) 3C 


Species 8: 


Figure(s) 3D 


Species 9: 


Figure(s) 4A 
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Species 10: 


Figure(s) 4B; 


Species 11: 


Figure(s) 4C; 


Species 12: 


Figure(s) 4D; 


Species 13: 


Figure(s) 5A; 


Species 14. 


rigure(sj Do, 


Species 15. 


Ngure(s) ov-,, 


opecies io. 


rigure^S; ou, 


opecies \ f . 


rigureisj ot, 


Species io. 


rigure^s) or, 


Species 19: 


Figure(s) oG t 


Species 20: 


Figure(s) 5H; 


Species 21: 


Figure(s) 51; 


Species 22: 


Figure(s) 6; 


Species 23: 


Figure(s) 7, 


Species 24: 


rigure(s) oA-bb, 


opecies 


r ig u r e^s y i v/a, 


Cnarioe OR- 

opecies <co. 


riguits^o; iud. 


opecies *£/ . 


rigure^s/ iuv, 


Species 28: 


Figure(s) 10D; 


Species 29: 


Figure(s) 10E; 


Species 30: 


Figure(s) 10F; 


Species 31: 


Figure(s) 11A-12B; 


Species 32: 


Figure(s)13A-14B; 



Attorney Docket No. 0023.0017 
Application No.: 10/693.082 



-2- 

PAGE 6/10* RCVD AT 11/16/2005 11:59:12 PM [Eastern Standard Time] » SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DN1S:2738300 « CSID:4107410973 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-58 



11/17/2005 00:'00 FAX 4107410973 



JAV STELACQNE - TMILAW 



@007/010 



Attorney Docket No. 0023.0017 
Application No.: 10/693,082 



opecies oo. 


r ly Ure^S ) 1 On" 1 OD , 


opecies o4. 


rigure^sj iou-iou, 


Species 35: 


Clr*»tKt±/e?\ 4KC ICC- 

rigure(s) lofc-ior, 


bpecies 00. 


Gmhi>a/a\ a a. a • 

rigure(S) joa, 


opecies or 


Mgure^sj 100, 


species oo. 


rigure^s; too, 


Species 39: 


Figure(s) 16D; 


Species 40: 


Figure(s) 16E; 


Species 41 : 


Figure(s) 16F-16G; 


Species 42: 


Figure(s) 16H-16I; and 


Species 43: 


Figure(s) 16J-16K. 



Applicant provisionally elects to prosecute the species shown in FIGS. 1 1 A-12B, 
with traverse. Claims 27-60 are readable on the elected spedes. At least claims 27 
and 35 are generic. 

in addition, Applicant submits that the election of species requirement is 
improper, not because the various alleged species are not patentably distinct, but 
because the claims directed to the alleged species do not recite mutually exclusive 
characteristics of the alleged species. For example, the exemplary butterfly 
arrangements shown in FIGS. 2A-5I may be used with any of the exemplary butterfly 
needle assemblies shown In FIGS. 8A-9B and 11A-14B. Moreover, many of the 
pending claims recite the features of more than one of these alleged species (e.g.. at 
least claims 1-9, 15-21, 35-43, and 49-55). 
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Similarly, the exemplary adhesive devices shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 may be used 
with any of the exemplary butterfly needle assemblies shown in FIGS. 8A-9B and 1 1A- 
MB. Indeed, many of the pending claims recite the features of more than one of these 
alleged species (e.g., at least claims 1, 2, 10, 11, 22, 23, 35, 36, 44. 45, 56, 57). The 
exemplary adhesive devices shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 may also be used with any of the 
exemplary butterfly arrangements shown in FIGS. 2A-5I. 

Additionally, the exemplary locking mechanisms shown in FIGS. 10A-10D, the 
exemplary tracks shown in FIGS. 1 1A-1 1 B, the exemplary reciprocating needles shown 
in FIGS. 15A-15D, the exemplary slot formations shown in FIGS. 16A-16E. and the 
exemplary shields shown in FIGS. 16F-16K may be used with one another and/or with 
any of the exemplary butterfly needle assemblies shown in FIGS. 8A-9B and 1 1A-14B 
and/or any of the exemplary adhesive devices shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 and/or any of the 
exemplary butterfly arrangements shown in FIGS. 2A-5I. 

As set forth in MPEP § 806.04(f), "claims to be restricted to different species 
must be mutually exclusive." As discussed above, many of the claims recite features 
that are found in more than one of the alleged species identified in the election of 
species requirement. Therefore, the claims directed to these features are not mutually 
exclusive. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the outstanding 
election of species requirement. 

In order to expedite examination of this application, Applicant provisionally elects 
one exemplary embodiment from each of the non-mutualfy exclusive alleged species 
discussed above. Particularly. Applicant provisionally elects the exemplary butterfly 
needle assembly of FIGS. 1 1 A-12B, the exemplary butterfly arrangement of FIG. 5B, 
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the exemplary adhesive device of FIG. 6, the exemplary locking mechanism of FIG. 10A 
and 10D, the exemplary reciprocating needle of FIG. 15A-15B, the exemplary slot 
formation of FIG. 16A, and the exemplary shield of FIG. 16F. 

Applicant respectfully disagrees with a number of statements in the Office Action 
relating to the invention, the claims, and/or the related art. For example, Applicant 
respectfully disagrees with Examiner's assertion regarding the valve arrangements 
making the syringe device "a pump instead of a hand held device." Unless expressly 
noted otherwise, Applicant declines to subscribe to any statement or characterization in 
the Office Action, regardless of whether it is addressed specifically herein. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, Applicant respectfully 
requests prompt examination of this application and timely allowance of the pending 
claims. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 
any additional required fees to our deposit account no. 50-2960. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: November 16, 2005 
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